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'Israeli Group Meets U.S. Officials
Over Charges in Espionage Case

By PHILIP SHENON
Speciel to The Now York Times

WASHINGTON, July 1 — A high
level Isrseli has met with
Justice Department officials to discuss
prospects for criminal charges against
an Israeli Air Force colonel who has
been linked to a spy ring, sources close
to both governments said today.

Two sources said the Israsli delega-
tion, which included the lsrasli Amahas.
sador to the United States, Meir Ro:
- senme, concluded the talks Monday
. without reaching agreement on the
| legal status of the colonel, Aviem Sella.

A Reagan Administration official de-
clined to say specifically what was dis-
cussed at the meeting but. indieated
that Israel had not won substantial con-
cessions from the prosecutors.

Navy Spy Case Involved

Colonel Sella has been threatened :
with indictment in a case involving the
purchase of top-secret American mili-

operation.

The Justice Department has identi-
fied the colonel as a chief Israeli con-
tact for Jonathan Jay Pollard, an
American naval analyst who has
pleaded guiity to spying for Israel. Al-
though Colonel Sella has not been
charged, prosecutors have said that he
may be indicted later, along with three
other Israelis implicated in the espio-
nage scheme.

The Israeli Embassy confirmed that
several Israeli officials joined in a
meeting Monday, including Ambassa-
dor Rosenne; his chief deputy, El
Rubenstein, and Hanan Baron, deputy
director general of the Israeli Foreign
Ministry. American and Israeli law-
yers representing Colonel Sella were
also present, the officials said.

Yossi Gal, an Israeli Embassy
spokesman, would not identify the
Americans participating in the meet-
ing; would not say if they worked for
the Justice , and would not
describe the deliberations. Other than
to confirm that a delegation was here to
discuss the Pollard case, ‘“‘We’re not
going into any details,” he said. |

Israel has expressed concern that the
case could damage
relations, and there have been several
wm that the Israeli Government

attempt to biock charges against
ColqteiSella,whoisthougbtwbeam

Zadok, an Israell lawyer representing |

promient W,
hwyuwhomvodmtheNln;lmmAdmm-

Colonel Sella; Ram Caspi, another Is- | istration. Mr. Garment had no com-

raeli lawyer, and Mr. Baron — arrived
in the United States over the weekend

and have already left the country.
Reagan Administration officials

lard, who has pleaded guilty to lesser.
in the case.
Mr. Gal denied Israeli news reports

had said |
prwlomlythatlsnelwa:ﬂmedtou
dispatch a high-ranking of [
the Reagan Administration to bﬂng“{g \
inquiry to an end without additional :
strains on relations between to the two
countries.

According to court documents, Colo-
nel Sella served as Mr. Pollard’s chief .
contact with the Israeli Government.
Mr. Pollard, who worked as Navy
counterterrorism analyst, has ac-
knowledged that he sold American
military documents to Israeli agents in

exchange for tens of thousands of dol- !

la?ﬁere have been repeated news re-
ports that others who have not yet been

identified might also be charged in
cases of Israeli espionage in the United
States.

The Justice Department had no com-
ment today on newspaper accounts in-
dicating that a New Yorker who raised
funds for Israeli causes has been impli-
cated in thé Pollard case. .

Colonel Sella, now commander of Is-
rael’s Rimon Air Base, was a graduate
student at New York University when
he met Mr. Pollard in 1984, according
to prosecutors. The Israeli, they said, '

Mr. Pollard to gather se-
cret military information from a Navy -
facility in Suitland, Md.

In recent weeks, Colonel Sella has re-

| ment today on the case. .
' Mr. Caspi, an Israeli lawyer who aiso

cipated in Monday’s meeting,
g'w by Prime lyd.i'nmer Shimh:

ccording tion

cials, Mr. Pollard i cated Colanel
Seila and at least three other Israelis:
Rafael Eitan, an Israeli counterterror-
ism specialist; Yosef Yagur, the sci- -
ence attache at the Israeli Consulate in |
New York, and Irit Erb, a secretary at
the Israeli Embassy in Washington.

The three Israelis were named as co-
mm in the case but were not

A senior Israeli official who asked |
not to be named said late last month |
that Israel was ready to allow Justice
Department investigators to question
Colonel Sella in exchange for immunity

from prosecution.
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